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*This amendment is submitted in response to the office action dated-December 12 t 2002; ,J — " 
Please amend this application as iSllowS: - > 1 ~. *■»•'•■ 

IN THE CLAIMS / /L . ^ _ 

Cancel jelaims 27-36 and replace them by claims 39*48, which follow. Replace clainv38_ * _ 
iuOhe following , an d add claim-49; . / ~" ^ '-^m^ „ * 
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^laim 38f~ —A method for detenmging seroconversion in a human subject infected with ~- : ^ 
-hepatitis C virus, comprising: (i) incubating a sam^le^g&n-from' said subject, - 
<^ - with a first solid plme_bound polypeptide, and a second, labeled polypeptide a^***^ * 

h SiL* "~ * s ^ solutkto, wh^hfthe aminoacid sequence of said firstli^-secdnd ^ - — ■ 

— ^ polypeptides are^undjn hepatitj^C'virus protein,NS3 regioS^aid incubation * 
_ fieing canKd-ott under reducing conditions, to determine binding of a^hep^titis cT~ 
— ^ virus specificy&ntibodylto^both of said first and second polyfg£fides>- and (ii> - 
^ * "cpmparinf results from (i) to results obtained^ a previous point inliirie^om said ^ 

, v subject which were negative for presence of antibodies to hepatitis C virus protein - 
" 7 NSitegipn, wherein a difference in (i) as compared to results obtained from saidf . ' ' ' r 
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